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Board. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

PRINCIPAL 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1963 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Education  Committee 

In  presenting  the  report  for  1963,  I regret  that  it  is  again  necessary 
to  draw  attention  to  the  staff  shortages  which  affect  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  the  work  of  the  school  medical  service.  On  the  medical  side 
we  lost  the  services  of  Dr.  Weir,  who  was  promoted  to  the  post  of  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  adjoining  authorities,  and  had  all  along  been  unable 
to  fill  the  post  vacated  by  Dr.  Mackenzie  in  1962.  We  were  able  to  find 
a replacement  for  one  of  these  medical  officers  in  the  person  of  Dr. 
Barry,  but  throughout  the  year  we  were  dependent  on  the  sessional 
services  of  other  doctors  and  principally  of  Dr.  C.  Neubauer,  a retired 
consultant.  We  were  also  one  short  in  the  dental  staff  at  the  end  of  1963, 
but  with  hopes  of  filling  the  post  in  1964.  Similarly,  there  is  a shortage 
in  the  health  visiting  staff,  which  also  covers  school  nursing,  and  similar 
deficiencies  exist  in  the  ancillary  staff  such  as  orthoptists,  while  the  two 
speech  therapists  both  left  our  service  in  the  course  of  1963.  We  were 
fortunately  able  to  retain  the  services  of  a physiotherapist  throughout 
the  year,  but  she,  too,  left  the  service  early  in  1964  and  has  not  yet  been 
replaced.  There  was  also  considerable  difficulty  in  finding  a suitable 
person  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  school  clerical  service,  which  is  one  of 
the  key  clerical  posts  in  the  public  health  department. 

Nevertheless,  the  service  has  continued,  and  so  far  it  has  fortunately 
been  able  to  cope  with  the  important  aspects  of  the  work,  namely  im- 
munisation, vaccination  and  the  ascertainment  of  defective  children 
requiring  special  educational  treatment.  In  its  work  the  school  medical 
service  is  dependent  on  good  relationships  with  other  doctors  working 
in  the  health  service,  such  as  the  Ophthalmologist,  Mr.  J.  S.  Arkle,  the 
Throat,  Nose  and  Ear  Specialist,  Mr.  R.  G.  Chaytor,  the  local  Orthopaedic 
Surgeon,  Mr.  A.  E.  Bremner,  Dr.  G.  McCoull,  the  Specialist  in  Mental 
Subnormality,  and  Dr.  R.  H.  Jackson,  who  took  up  his  duty  as  the  local 
Paediatrician  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  We  still  lack  child  guidance 
facilities  in  Gateshead,  apart  from  the  occasional  urgent  reference  to 
the  Newcastle  unit  at  Tiverlands’. 

In  spite  of  these  difficulties,  I feel  that  very  valuable  work  was 
performed  during  the  year,  and  an  account  of  this  is  given  in  the  following 
pages,  where  the  statistics  collected  by  the  school  clerical  service  have 
been  edited  by  Dr.  Bainbridge.  To  the  members  of  the  school  service, 
and  especially  to  Doctors  Harrison,  Billington  and  Barry,  I am  grateful, 
not  only  for  their  work  but  for  their  contributions  to  this  report.  To 
the  Director  of  Education  and  his  Deputy  and  other  members  of  the 
staff  I must  also  express  my  appreciation  of  their  ready  co-operation  during 
a difficult  year. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

James  Grant, 

Principal  School  Medical  Officer 


1.  STAFF 


Changes  in  the  medical  staff  were  as  follows  : — Dr.  Mackenzie, 
who  resigned  in  1962  and  Dr.  Weir,  who  resigned  in  1963,  left  the  staff 
devoid  of  male  assistant  medical  officers.  We  were  fortunate  then  to 
get  the  services  of  Dr.  Barry,  who  started  in  September,  leaving  one 
vacancy  for  a male  assistant  medical  officer  completely  unfilled  in  spite 
of  repeated  advertisement. 

At  the  end  of  1963  we  had  raised  the  number  of  health  visitors  to 
19  by  the  re-engagement  of  a former  health  visitor  and  the  qualification 
of  two  of  the  student  health  visitors,  while,  at  the  same  time,  we  lost  one 
health  visitor,  so  that,  on  balance,  we  gained  two. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  vacancies  for  an  orthoptist  and 
two  speech  therapists. 


2.  CO-ORDINATION 

As  the  professional  staff  covering  matters  of  health  are  common  to 
the  health  and  education  services  it  has  been  easy  to  maintain  an  un- 
interrupted flow  of  information  about  the  Gateshead  children  from 
birth  to  the  end  of  school  life.  In  this  documentation  we  are  indebted 
to  the  local  consultants  of  the  Gateshead  hospitals  for  carbon  copies 
of  all  the  discharge  notes  relating  to  children  from  the  Borough. 


3.  SCHOOL  BUILDINGS 

The  modernisation  of  the  local  schools  continued  throughout  1963. 
New  schools  opened  were  Greenwell  Girls’  School,  St.  John  Fisher  R.C. 
School,  the  Boys’  Grammar  School,  and  during  the  year  Low  Fell  (Girls’ 
Department),  and  St.  Joan  of  Arc  Secondary  School  were  closed. 


4.  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 

The  number  of  children  on  the  school  registers  at  the  end  of  1963 
was  14,846.  Of  these,  4,252  were  examined  at  the  periodic  inspections. 


Entrant  Group 

1,524 

Intermediate  Group  (born  1953) 

1,372 

Leaver  Age  Group  (born  1949) 

1,356 

Additional  Periodic  Examinations 

— 

4,252 

Outside  these  age  groups,  249  examinations  were  done.  2,175 
(51.12  per  cent.),  of  the  parents  attended  at  the  examination. 
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5.  ASSESSMENT  OF  GENERAL  CONDITION 

During  the  periodic  examinations  children  were  classified  as  : 

Satisfactory  . . . . . . . . 99.29  % 

Unsatisfactory  . . . . . . . . 0.71  % 

Last  year  poor  nutrition  was  found  in  0.37  per  cent,  of  the  children. 


6.  ASCERTAINMENT  OF  DEFECTS 


(a)  Cleanliness 

There  were  no  children  with  body  lice.  3 children  examined  by  the 
school  medical  officers  had  head  vermin,  and  on  137  children  nits  were 
recorded.  6 children  were  flea-bitten  and  32  found  to  be  dirty,  and  two 
children  were  badly  clothed. 

School  Nurses  doing  cleanliness  surveys  reported  954  children  with 
nits  present  in  the  hair,  and  of  these  222  were  severely  infested.  The 
nurses  made  34,875  examinations. 

(b)  Skin  Conditions 

Those  treated  for  skin  conditions  were  : — 


Impetigo  . . . . . . . . 101 

Ringworm  scalp  . . . . . . 1 

Ringworm  body  . . . . . . 7 

Scabies  . . . . . . . . 124 

Eczema  and  dermatitis  . . . . 33 

Minor  skin  conditions  ..  ..  619 


(c)  Visual  Defects 

The  eyesight  of  all  the  8-year  old  children  is  tested  by  school  nurses. 
During  the  year,  1,068  were  tested  and  of  these  167  found  to  require 
refraction  and  140  were  kept  under  observation.  At  routine  medical 
inspections,  817  children  were  found  to  require  treatment,  and  a further 
127  were  kept  under  observation.  67  children  were  found  to  have  squints 
requiring  treatment. 

At  special  inspections,  either  at  the  clinics  or  in  schools,  a further 
124  children  were  found  to  require  treatment,  48  were  kept  under  observa- 
tion, and  another  4 were  found  to  be  suffering  from  squint. 

It  is  very  important  that  eye  defects  should  be  found  and  treated 
at  the  earliest  possible  time.  52  cases  of  external  eye  disease  were  seen 
at  school  during  routine  inspections  and  46  at  minor  ailments  clinics. 

(d)  Nasopharyngeal  Disease 

Enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  were  recorded  in  929  children,  of 
whom  73  required  treatment.  277  children  had  palpable  neck  glands, 
6 of  whom  required  treatment.  The  remaining  271  were  kept  under 
observation.  Nasal  catarrh  occured  in  24  of  the  children  seen.  5 required 
treatment,  and  the  rest  were  kept  under  observation. 
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(e)  Ear  Conditions 

Otitis  media  was  present  in  86  children.  Of  the  84  children  having 
subnormal  hearing,  38  were  referred  for  audiometer  testing  or  for  treat- 
ment. 35  children  had  wax  in  their  ears. 

(f)  Dental  Defects 

Among  3,914  children  examined,  636  were  found  to  be  suffering  from 
dental  caries,  and  in  25  this  was  extensive.  8 had  dirty  teeth. 

(g)  Postural  Defects 

24  were  referred  for  treatment,  against  37  last  year.  In  addition, 
246  were  referred  for  observation. 

91  cases  of  foot  defects  were  referred  for  remedial  treatment  and 
227  for  observation.  56  children  with  other  orthopaedic  conditions  were 
referred  for  treatment  and  129  for  observation. 


(h)  Heart  Disease  and  Rheumatism 

100  children  were  recorded  as  having  heart  lesions  ; 14  required 
treatment  and  86  were  kept  under  observation.  The  majority  of  cases 
were  of  minor  importance.  1 case  of  rheumatism  was  recorded,  which 
required  treatment. 

(i)  Tuberculosis 

B.C.G.  vaccination  was  again  offered  to  children  approaching  school- 
leaving age.  This  offer  was  accepted  on  behalf  of  85.1  per  cent,  of 
children,  which  is  an  increase  of  4.06  per  cent,  on  last  year. 


Number  offered  vaccination 
Number  accepted 
Number  tested  . . 

Number  of  positive  reactors 
Number  given  B.C.G. 
Number  sent  for  x-ray 


1,317 

1,122 

933 

]A->* 


751 

118 


142*  (15.3%) 


*24  of  these  had  already  had  B.C.G.  vaccination. 


The  X-ray  results  were  as  follows  : — 


Calcified  primary 
Calcified  hilar  nodes 
Calcified  hilar  glands  . . 
Calcified  neck  gland 
Upper  lobe  shadowing 
For  observation  by  Chest  Clinic 
Already  under  observation 
Nil  abnormal 
Did  not  attend  . . 


3 

81 

6 


17 


4 

4 


118 
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Tuberculin  Testing 

Number  offered  tests  . . 
Number  accepted 
Number  tested  . . 

No.  found  positive 
No.  who  had  had  B.C.G. 
No.  sent  for  x-ray 


Born\956-51  1957-58 


1,393 

1,285  (92.2%) 
1,204 

78  (6.4%) 
73 
5 


1,092 

986  (90.3%) 
983 

113  (11.5%) 
108 
5 


X-ray  results 

Primary  complex 
Calcified  primary 
Calcified  hilar  gland 
Nil  abnormal 
Referred  to  Paediatrician 


1 

1 

1 

2 

0 


2 
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The  Chest  Physician  supplied  the  following  particulars  of  notified 
tuberculous  children  on  the  register  : — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  : 

Infectious  . . . . . . — 

Non-infectious  . . . . . . 60 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  : 

Joints  . . . . . . . . 2 

Other  organs  . . . . . . 5 

At  the  beginning  of  1963,  no  children  were  undergoing  treatment  in 
hospitals.  During  the  year  4 new  cases  were  admitted,  3 cases  discharged, 
and  1 undergoing  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


(j)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

1,294,  30.4  per  cent,  of  those  examined  had  been  successfully  vac- 
cinated against  smallpox  and  2,673  or  62.8  per  cent,  had  been  immunised 
against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough. 


(k)  Clothing  and  Footwear 

On  the  whole  these  were  adequate. 


7.  SUBSEQUENT  EXAMINATIONS 

In  follovv'ing  up  defects  found  during  examination  of  this  and  previous 
years,  2,772  children  were  seen.  In  this  connection  the  school  nurses  made 
274  home  visits. 


8.  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  TREATMENT 

The  services  available  for  medical,  surgical  and  dental  treatment  are 
as  follows  : — 
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Greenesfield  Health  Centre 
Minor  ailments 

Ultra-Violet  Ray  Therapy 


Physiotherapy 
Dental  Treatment 

Immunisation 


Carr  Hill  Health  Centre 
Minor  ailments 
Dental  treatment 

Wrekenton  Health  Centre 
Minor  ailments 
Dental  treatment 


Monday  — Friday  9 a.m.  — 9.30  a.m.  and 
4 p.m.  — 4.30  p.m. 

Mondays,  Wednesdays,  Fridays  — Boys. 
Tuesdays,  Thursdays  — Girls.  2 — 4 
p.m. 

By  appointment. 

Monday  — Friday  4 p.m.  — 4.30  p.m.  and 
daily  by  appointment. 

Monday  — Friday  9 a.m.  — 9.30  a.m.  and 
4 p.m.  — 4.30  p.m.  (school  children). 

Monday  and  Wednesday  2 p.m.  — 4 p.m. 
(pre-school  children). 

Monday  — Friday  9 a.m.  — 9.30  a.m. 

Monday  — Friday  4 p.m.  — 4.30  p.m.  and 
daily  by  appointment. 

Monday  — Friday  9 a.m.  — 9.30  a.m. 

Monday  — Friday  4 p.m.  — 4.30  p.m.  and 
daily  by  appointment. 


The  consultant  services  available  by  appointment  are  : — 


Ophthalmologist 

(Refraction  Clinic) 
Orthopaedic  Surgeon 

Dermatologist 

Throat,  Nose  and  Ear  Surgeon 
Psychiatrist 

Paediatrician 


Tuesday  and  Wednesday  1.30  p.m. — 

3.30  p.m.  at  Greenesfield  Health  Centre 
Alternate  Wednesdays,  8.30  a.m.  — 9 a.m. 

at  Greenesfield  Health  Centre. 

At  Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital. 

At  Children’s  Hospital. 

By  arrangement  with  St.  Thomas’  Clinic 
or  Newcastle  General  Hospital. 

By  arrangement  with  Children’s  Hospital. 


(a)  Cleanliness 

53  heads  were  cleansed  by  nursing  assistants.  During  the  year, 
special  combs  were  lent  out  on  2 occasions,  and  50  combs  were  sold. 
Cleansing  lotion  is  available  for  use  at  home. 


(b)  Treatment  of  Minor  Ailments  and  Diseases  of  the  Skin 

The  number  of  children  attending  the  clinic  for  treatment  has 
decreased.  Those  who  attended  for  treatment  were  : — 


Ringworm,  Scalp 
Ringworm,  Body 
Scabies  . . 

Impetigo 

Other  skin  conditions  . . 
External  eye  conditions 
Otitis  media 
Other  ear  conditions 
Miscellaneous  conditions 


No. 

No. 

attending 

treatments 

3 

21 

6 

30 

194 

516 

120 

256 

881 

3,238 

136 

221 

62 

186 

51 

no 

746 

1,400 

2,199  5,978 


(c)  Treatment  of  Ophthalmic  Defects 

107  clinics  were  attended  by  Mr.  Arkle.  1,168  children  were  seen. 
Glasses  were  prescribed  for  720  children  and  176  cases  were  found  to  be 
already  wearing  suitable  glasses. 
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Errors  of  refraction  found  were  : — 

Hypermetropia 

228 

Myopia 

169 

Hypermetropic  astigmatism 

164 

Myopic  astigmatism 

74 

Irregular  astigmatism 

1 

Compound  myopic  astigmatism 

130 

Compound  hypermetropic  astigmatism 

493 

Mixed  astigmatism  . . 

130 

In  addition  to  these,  the  following  defects  were 

recorded 

Strabismus 

115 

Cataracts 

1 

Partial  cataract  (right) 

1 

? Retro  bulbar 

1 

Convergence  insufficiency  . . 

1 

Ptosis 

1 

Keratitis 

1 

Vertical  Squint 

1 

Diabetic 

1 

Paresis  Right  Rectus 

1 

Corneal  Opacity 

3 

Dislocated  Lenses 

1 

Blepharitis 

1 

During  the  year  refraction  was  offered  without  undue  delay. 
Orthoptic  Clinic 

It  was  not  possible  to  fill  the  post  of  orthoptist  during  the  year. 

35  children  were  admitted  to  the  Fleming  Memorial  Hospital  for 
squint  correction,  and  there  were  3 on  the  waiting  list  for  admission. 


(d)  Throat,  Nose  and  Ear  Defects 

At  the  Children’s  Hospital,  184  tonsillectomies  and  12  operations 
for  other  conditions  of  the  nose  and  throat  were  performed.  7 children 
had  operative  treatment  there  for  ear  defects.  The  school  medical  officers 
dealt  with  33  cases  of  chronic  otorrhoea,  and  with  31  cases  requiring 
the  removal  of  cerumen  from  the  external  meatus. 


(e)  Treatment  of  Dental  Defects 

Report  of  the  Principal  Dental  officer 

Staff 

At  the  close  of  the  year  the  staff  of  the  dental  department  consisted 
of  the  principal  dental  officer  and  two  full-time  dental  officers,  four 
dental  surgery  assistants  and  one  clerk,  the  laboratory  being  staffed  by 
one  senior  dental  technician  in  charge  and  one  senior  dental  technician. 

Mrs.  Harryman,  a dental  officer  resigned  on  30th  November,  1963. 

As  in  previous  years,  approximately  two-thirds  of  the  dental  officers’ 
time  was  devoted  to  the  treatment  of  school  children,  the  remaining  one- 
third  being  given  to  the  priority  services. 
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Dental  Treatment 

The  output  of  the  dental  department  was  slightly  higher  than  that 
of  the  previous  year  although  the  dental  officer  strength  remained  the  same 
at  2.66.  The  percentage  of  children  found  to  require  treatment,  including 
specials,  was  58.8%  and  excluding  specials  47.1%,  an  increase  of  3.7% 
and  a decrease  of  5.1  % respectively.  The  percentage  of  children  accepting 
treatment  is  50.8%,  an  increase  of  11.7%.  There  is  still  much  evidence 
that  more  and  more  children  are  receiving  routine  dental  treatment 
from  private  dental  practitioners  and  from  a much  earlier  age  than  has 
been  noticed  before.  The  average  attendance  per  child  is  1.2,  a decrease 
of  .4.  The  number  of  x-rays  taken  for  children  was  127  and  the  number 
of  dentures  fitted  was  39,  a decrease  of  3. 


I would  like  to  thank  the  staff  of  the  dental  department  for  their 
work  during  the  year,  and  the  schools’  staff  for  their  help  and  co-operation. 

Part  IV  summarises  the  dental  treatment  given  to  school  children 
during  the  year. 

J.  WlIITEHOUSn, 

Principal  School  Dental  Officer 


(f)  Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects 

57  new  cases  attended  for  the  first  time  the  orthopaedic  consultation 
clinics  held  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Bremner,  f.r.c.s.  In  addition  he  re-examined 
31  cases  he  had  previously  seen. 


The  types  of  lesions  found  were  as  follows  : — 


New 

Old 

Defects 

cases 

cases 

Visits 

Foot  Defects 

26 

12 

47 

Congenital  Malformations 

2 

2 

5 

Sequelae  to  Polio 

1 

2 

4 

Cerebral  Palsy  . . 

— 

T 

1 

Perthe’s  Disease 

— 

1 

1 

Torticollis 

— 

1 

1 

Osgood  Schlatter  Disease 

1 

— 

2 

Scoliosis  . . 

3 

2 

10 

Shortening  of  Leg 

1 

1 

3 

Erb’s  Palsy 

1 

— 

1 

Wasting  of  Arm 

— 

1 

1 

Old  Fracture 

1 

— 

1 

Pain  in  Knee 

1 

1 

4 

Deformity  of  Finger 

— 

2 

2 

Kypho  Lordosis 

1 

— 

4 

Narrow  Disc 

— 

1 

1 

Genu  Valgum  . . 

2 

2 

4 

Nil  Abnormal  Detected 

17 

2 

28 

Report  on  Physiotherapy 

Mrs.  M.  Rose  worked  two  sessions 

per  week 

at  The  Cedars  Special 

School,  two  sessions  per  week  at  Joicey  Road  Open  Air  School  and  one 

session  per  week  at  Greenesfield  Health  Centre  with  one  half  day  devoted 

to  Ante-Natal  Classes.  These  sessions 

continued 

until 

November  1st, 
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when  the  post  became  full-time,  and  more  sessions  were  able  to  be  given, 
three  at  The  Cedars,  four  at  Greenesfield,  two  at  Joicey  Road  and  the 
Ante-Natal  remained  the  same. 


The  following  list  is  the  total  number  of  patients  and  conditions 
treated  during  the  year. 


No.  of 

No.  of 

Conditions 

patients 

treatments 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

1 

188 

Asthma 

16 

437 

Bronchitis  . . 

13 

408 

Cerebral  Palsy 

13 

475 

Bronchiectasis 

5 

255 

Flat  Feet 

43 

309 

Ataxia 

4 

61 

Muscular  Dystrophy 

4 

148 

Poor  Posture 

18 

136 

Scoliosis 

1 

10 

Spinal  Fracture 

1 

23 

Poor  Chest 

7 

97 

Knock  knees 

8 

30 

Chronic  Cough 

1 

60 

Muscle  Wasting  of  legs  . . 

1 

22 

Talipes 

1 

49 

Laceration  of  leg  . . 

1 

2 

Weakness  of  both  hands  . . 

1 

3 

Ante-Natal 

54 

300 

The  Remedial  Gymnast,  Mr. 

T. 

D.  Midgley,  e 

mployed  by  the 

Gateshead  Hospital  Management 

Committee,  attended  Greenesfield 

Health  Centre  five  half-day  sessions  per  week,  until  October,  1963  when 
this  was  reduced  to  two  sessions  per  week. 


The  following  treatments  were  given  both  individual  and  in  classes  as 
set  out  below. 


Individual  Treatments 


Cerebral  Palsy 
Mild  Spastic 

Nerve  Lesion 

Median  nerve 

Traufuatic  Injuries 

Supra  Condylar  fractures 
Fractures  of  radius  and  ulna 
Fractures  of  femur 
Fractures  of  tibia  and  fibula 

Tendon  Injuries 

Upper  limb  (hand) 

Lower  limb  (knee) 

Other  Conditions 
Talipes 
Torticollis 

Lacerations  (both  legs)  . . 
Osgood  Schlatter’s  disease 
Achilles  Tendon  (lengthening) 

CD.H 

Scoliosis 


. . 

Patients 

1 

Treatments 

10 

. . 

1 

22 

3 

25 

• • • • 

3 

14 

• • • • 

2 

8 

. . 

5 

35 

1 

5 

. . 

3 

12 

12 

135 

3 

40 

1 

4 

1 

8 

1 

3 

1 

4 

. . 

2 

18 

Totals  . . 

40 

343 

13 


1 4 

1 4 

3 14 


5 22 


Foot,  Ankle  and  Toe  Defects 

Patients  Treatments 

Pes  planus  ] 

Pes  valgus  . . . . . . . . . . 38  182 

Hallux  valgus  J 


Chest  Conditions 
Asthma 

Recurrent  bronchitis 
Poor  chest  expansion 

(treated  by  breathing  exercises) 

Totals 


(g)  Ultra-Violet  Ray  Therapy 

Courses  for  ultra-violet  were  recommended  for  : — 


Underweight  . . . . . . 2 

Debility  . . . . . . . . 14 

Acne  . . . . . . . . 12 

Psoriasis  . . . . . . . . 2 

Bronchitis  . . . . . . . . 2 

Frequent  colds  . . . . . . 2 

Catarrh  . . . . . . . . 1 

Anorexia  . . . . . , . . 1 

Alopecia  . . . . . . . . 1 

Pityriasis  Rosea  . . . . . . 1 


9.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  IMMUNISATION 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  occuring  among  school  children  were  : — 


Measles  . . . . . . . . 681 

Scarlet  fever  ..  ..  ..  51 

Whooping  cough  ..  ..  17 

Pneumonia  . . . . . . 8 

Dysentery  . . . . . , . . 12 

Scabies  . . . . . . . . 140 

Virus  encephalitis  . . . . . . 4 

Infective  hepatitis  , . . . . . 39 

Erysipelas  . . . . . . . . 1 


Booster  doses  of  Diphtheria  and  Tetanus  prophylaxis  were  offered 
to  school  entrants.  695  accepted  and  were  re-immunised.  216  children 
received  the  first  and  second  injections  of  diphtheria  prophylaxis. 

At  the  clinics,  5 children  were  immunised  against  diphtheria,  per- 
tussis and  tetanus,  59  against  diphtheria  and  tetanus,  19  against  tetanus 
only  and  21  “booster”  doses  were  given.  The  doctors  of  the  area  reported 
the  following  inoculations  given  by  them  to  school  children  : — 


Diphtheria,  pertussis  and  tetanus  . . . . 11 

Diphtheria  and  pertussis  . . . . . . — 

Diphtheria  (booster)  . . . . . . — 

Diphtheria  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Vaccination  . . . . . . . . . . 17 

Re-vaccination  . . . . . . . . 11 

Diphtheria  and  tetanus  (booster)  . . . . 31 
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7 children  were  vaccinated  and  1 re- vaccinated  by  the  local  authority 
medical  staff. 


Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

During  the  year,  using  Salk  vaccine,  4 children  were  given  3rd 
“booster”  injections,  all  by  general  practitioners.  6 children  were  given 
4th  “booster”  injections,  all  done  by  general  practitioners. 

Using  Sabin  oral  vaccine,  74  school  children  were  given  a complete 
course  of  3 doses,  35  by  health  department  staff  and  39  by  general  practi- 
tioners, 58  children  were  given  3rd  “booster”  doses  after  Salk  injections, 
13  were  by  health  department  staff  and  45  by  general  practitioners. 
155  children  were  given  4th  “booster”  doses  after  3 Salk  injections,  40 
by  the  health  department  staff  and  115  by  general  practitioners. 


10.  REPORT  ON  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION  FOR 
THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1963 

I am  indebted  to  the  Organiser,  Mr.  J.  C.  Jones,  for  the  following 
report  on  physical  education  : — 

“Good  progress  has  been  maintained  in  all  the  aspects  of  Physical 
Education  undertaken  in  Gateshead  schools.  No  child  has  been  without 
regular  lessons  in  physical  training  and  games,  and  many  have  enjoyed 
swimming,  dancing,  movement  training,  athletics  and  out-door  pursuits 
in  addition.  Some  schools  have  had  to  modify  their  programmes  because 
of  staffing  difficulties,  and  the  severe  winter  curtailed  major  games 
practices  during  the  early  part  of  the  year.  It  is  most  gratifying  to  report 
however,  that  three  new  fully-equipped  gymnasia  were  opened  during 
the  year,  all  with  the  most  modern  apparatus  and  facilities.  Children 
going  to  these  new  buildings  from  the  older  schools  have  shown  the 
greatest  delight  and  enthusiasm  for  the  opportunities  put  before  them. 

One  new  playing  field  was  opened  in  1963  and  three  more  are  in  the 
course  of  preparation,  and  it  would  be  safe  to  say  that  really  remarkable 
progress  has  been  made  in  this  direction.  Five  years  ago  less  than  10% 
of  Gateshead  secondary  school  children  had  the  use  of  a playing  field, 
whilst  by  the  end  of  1964  all  but  10%  will  have  regular  lessons  in  the 
major  field  games. 

Heathfield  Grammar  School  Sports  Hall  has  proved  to  be  perhaps  the 
most  valuable  physical  education  facility  ever  provided  in  the  Borough, 
and  has  been  used  throughout  the  year  almost  every  day  and  evening. 
Activities  undertaken  in  this  Hall  have  included  Tennis  (at  County  level). 
Badminton  (Inter-County  matches),  Five-a-side  Football,  Basketball, 
Cricket,  and  many  other  minor  games  practices. 

Further  climbing  and  agility  apparatus  has  been  installed  in  some 
infant  and  junior  schools  and  much  pleasure  and  profitable  exercise  is 
obtained  by  the  children  who  use  this  equipment.  At  this  level  most 
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teachers  take  their  own  classes  for  physical  education  and  many  delightful 
lessons  have  been  seen.  Demonstrations  were  given  where  necessary,  and 
in  no  case  has  advice  or  suggestion  been  rejected. 

Gateshead,  like  most  Local  Authorities,  has  a shortage  of  specialist 
physical  education  teachers  at  senior  level,  although  all  of  the  new  schools 
have  been  able  to  recruit  suitably  qualihed  staff. 

Courses  for  teachers  in  Swimming  and  Dance  have  been  undertaken 
within  the  Borough,  and  co-operation  with  other  agencies  such  as  the 
Central  Council  of  Physical  Recreation  and  the  North  East  Physical 
Education  Association  has  enabled  Gateshead’s  teachers  to  attend 
refresher  courses  in  Camping,  Athletics,  Cricket,  Primary  School  Physical 
Education  and  Gymnastics.  The  swimming  course  in  Gateshead,  attended 
by  31  teachers,  introduced  the  new  ideas  of  the  Royal  life  Saving  Society 
and  was  one  of  the  first  courses  of  its  kind  in  the  country. 

It  has  again  been  an  outstanding  year  for  schools’  swimming  and 
2,915  certificates  were  awarded.  This  shows  an  increase  of  500  over 
1962.  In  addition  225  life  saving  awards  were  obtained  and  734  boys  and 
girls  succeeded  in  passing  Personal  Survival  Tests.  Over  2,000  pupils 
have  swimming  lessons  each  week  and  many  more  would  benefit  should 
the  Education  Committee  consider  the  building  of  a school  swimming 
bath.  The  professional  instructors  employed  by  Gateshead  are  both 
outstanding  teachers  and  deserve  congratulations  for  their  efforts. 

Many  Gateshead  teachers  continue  to  devote  much  of  their  leisure 
time  to  physical  education  outside  school  hours  and  the  liaison  between 
the  Physical  Education  Organiser  and  the  voluntary  organisations  for 
Football,  Cricket,  Netball,  Swimming,  Basketball,  Athletics  and  Dance 
has  been  most  fruitful.  It  is  a pleasure  to  record  the  following  notable 
achievements  by  schools  and  individuals  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Association  Football 

Gateshead  schools’  team  had  its  first  ever  success  in  the  Sunderland 
Hospitals’  Cup  beating  Chester-le-Street  1-0  in  the  final.  J.  Hewson, 
Boys’  Grammar  and  R.  Vyse,  Shipcote  were  awarded  their  County 
Colours.  Altogether  28  schools  took  part  in  a comprehensive  league 
and  cup  programme. 

(b)  Swimming 

Considerable  successes  were  again  recorded.  Gateshead  boys  won 
the  Northumberland  and  Durham  Schools’  competition  whilst  the  girls 
were  placed  third.  In  the  individual  schools’  championship  Gateshead 
Boys  Grammar  School  won  the  Vaux  Trophy  whilst  Heathfield  were 
runners  up  in  the  girls’  section.  In  the  National  Schools’  Championships 
three  boys  and  four  girls  from  Gateshead  represented  Northumberland 
and  Durham.  Two  of  these  swimmers,  N.  Nicholson,  Boys’  Grammar, 
and  D.  Fraser,  Girls’  Grammar,  were  winners  of  their  events  and  K. 
Philip,  Girls’  Grammar  was  placed  fourth  in  the  Breast  Stroke  and  B. 
Cooper,  Elgin,  was  placed  fifth  in  the  Diving. 
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(c)  Athletics 

The  usual  schools’  athletics  sports  meetings  were  held  and  were  well 
supported  by  fourteen  schools  in  the  senior  section  and  twelve  schools  in 
the  junior.  At  County  level  Gateshead  had  three  successes.  A.  Smith, 
Girls’  Grammar,  won  the  Girls’  Discus  Throw,  G.  Taylor,  Girls’  Grammar, 
won  the  Girls’  High  Jump,  and  T.  Hollyman,  Hill  Head,  won  the  Boys’ 
Discus.  All  three  represented  Durham  in  the  Inter-Counties  Contest 
and  A.  Smith  again  won  her  event.  S.  Mikell,  Boys’  Grammar,  rep- 
resented Durham  Schools  in  the  National  Cross  Country  Champion- 
ships. 

(d)  Cricket 

The  poor  Summer  had  its  effect  on  schools’  cricket  but  all  secondary 
schools  took  part  in  the  various  competitions.  A number  of  Inter-town 
matches  were  played  with  varied  success  for  Gateshead,  and  two  boys, 
A.  Perrett,  Boys’  Grammar,  and  D.  Hudson,  Boys’  Grammar,  were 
selected  for  Durham  County.  Perrett  captained  the  County  side  against 
Yorkshire  and  was  also  awarded  a bat  by  the  Sunderland  Echo  for  out- 
standing performance. 

(e)  Netball 

A new  netball  league  was  formed  and  this  was  followed  by  the 
selection  of  a Gateshead  schools’  team  to  play  matches  against  other 
areas.  St.  John  Fisher  were  finalists  in  the  individual  Durham  Schools’ 
Cup  Competition. 

(f)  Dance 

The  Biennial  Festival  organised  this  year  attracted  25  schools  with 
over  500  dancers.  Three  evening  performances  were  given  in  the  Town 
Hall  and  were  watched  by  large  and  appreciative  audiences. 


(g)  Out-door  Activities 

An  out-door  activities  association  has  been  formed  by  Gateshead 
Teachers  in  order  to  promote  such  pursuits  as  Camping,  Canoeing  and 
Climbing  amongst  Gateshead’s  schoolchildren,  and  we  can  look  forward 
with  interest  to  the  future  work  of  this  body. 

It  is  also  noteworthy  that  the  sports  of  Gymnastics,  Basketball  and 
Badminton  are  making  good  progress  in  the  schools  of  the  Borough. 
Greenwell  Boys’  School  recently  became  the  Durham  County  Schools’ 
Gymnastics  champions,  whilst  Heathheld  School  won  the  North  Durham 
Area  Basketball  Tournament.  Elgin  Secondary  Technical  School  has  a 
most  successful  Badminton  team  and  has  won  a number  of  matches 
against  schools  outside  Gateshead. 

Other  interesting  developments  during  the  year  were  a visit  by  the 
National  Canoeing  Coach  to  the  Camp  School  at  Hexham  and  a demon- 
stration of  the  new  artificial  respiration  methods  at  the  same  school. 
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Out-door  activity  work  is  now  becoming  firmly  established  at  Dukes- 
house  Wood  and  many  children  are  enjoying  opportunities  to  learn 
something  of  camping  and  canoeing  techniques. 

An  experiment  in  the  teaching  of  swimming  was  conducted  in  four  of 
Gateshead’s  schools  on  behalf  of  the  Amateur  Swimming  Association 
and  it  was  concluded  that  three  or  four  lessons  per  week  for  a single  term 
produced  better  results  than  one  lesson  per  week  for  a whole  year.  This 
could,  in  future,  make  for  considerable  reorganisation  in  schools’  swimming 
in  Gateshead. 

There  has  been  considerable  expansion  in  physical  education  in  the 
Youth  Service  and  in  the  field  of  further  education,  and  at  present  there 
are  17  classes  with  over  500  men  and  women  attending  for  instruction  in 
Keep-Fit,  Judo,  Weight  Training,  Football  Coaching,  Basketball,  and 
Recreative  Physical  Training  at  various  centres.  The  Youth  Sports 
Centre  at  Heathfield  Grammar  School  is  most  popular  and  is  supported 
by  up  to  130  young  men  each  Friday  evening. 

A number  of  new  projects  such  as  Whitehouse  Lane  Playing  Field  and 
the  Technical  College  Sports  Flail  are  in  view,  and  one  can  only  conclude 
that  physical  education  in  Gateshead  will  not  lack  for  want  of  oppor- 
tunities in  the  future.  Indeed,  the  children  of  the  town  will  have  facilities 
second  to  none. 

J.  G.  Jones, 

Organiser  of  Physical  Education"" 


11.  CO-OPERATION  WITH  OTHER  AGENCIES 

The  co-operation  and  assistance  of  the  Director  of  Education, 
Welfare  Officers  and  teachers  during  the  year  was  greatly  appreciated, 
as  were  the  services  of  the  N.S.P.C.C.  Officer,  Mr.  F.  Maidment. 


12.  HANDICAPPED  PUPILS 

Children  found  during  the  year  to  require  special  educational  treat- 
ment were  : — 


Deaf  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Partially  deaf  . . . . . . . . — 

Blind  . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

Partially  blind  . . . . . . . . 1 

Educationally  subnormal  . . . . . . 3 

Delicate  . . . . . . . . . . 25 

Defective  speech  . . . . . . . . 16 

Epileptic  . . . . . . . . . . — 

Maladjusted  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Physically  handicapped  . . . . . . 10 


Supervision  was  given  to  17  children  who  have  been  supplied  with 
hearing  aids  and  are  attending  ordinary  schools. 
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Mental  Defect 

95  children  were  given  mental  assessments.  Of  these  5 were  found  to 
be  ineducable.  For  the  remainder  the  following  recommendations  were 
made  : — 

No  supervision  on  leaving  school  . . . . 7 

Supervision  on  leaving  school  . . . . 9 

School  for  E.S.N.  pupils  . . . . . . 5 

Class  for  retarded  pupils  ..  ..  ..  31 

Special  tuition  in  ordinary  schools.  . ..  15 

Ordinary  School — not  E.S.N.  . . . . 14 

Remain  in  Cedars  Special  School  . . . . — 

Remain  in  Open  Air  School  . . . . — 

Transferred  back  to  ordinary  school  . . — 

Decision  deferred  for  re-assessment  . . 4 

Remain  in  special  class  . . . . . . 5 

In  addition  4 children  from  other  authorities  were  examined  at 
Hindley  Hall  Special  School  before  leaving  ; all  required  supervision. 

Classes  for  Backward  Pupils 

Two  junior  classes,  one  at  Askew  Road  and  one  at  Sunderland  Road, 
two  senior  classes  at  High  West  Street  and  one  infants’  class  at  Victoria 
Road  cater  for  retarded  pupils.  It  would  seem  that  there  is  still  an  in- 
creasing need  for  special  classes  for  retarded  pupils. 

Special  Schools 

JoiCEY  Road  Open  Air  School  (Report  of  Dr.  P.  Barry) 

A small  but  not  insignificant  decrease  in  the  number  of  pupils 
attending  the  school  during  the  year  ending  3 1 st  December  1 963  is  reported. 
Whilst  the  figure  for  discharges  exceeds  that  for  admissions  by  no  more 
than  four,  the  admission  figure  shows  a decrease  of  ten  compared  with 
the  corresponding  figure  for  the  previous  year.  This  welcome  reduction 
in  admissions  to  the  school  might  be  regarded  as  indicative  of  a lessening 
need,  due  to  improvement  in  the  general  health  of  those  members  of  the 
community  who  are  of  school  age. 

The  statistics  for  the  year  under  review  are  as  follows  : — 


On  Register  at  1st  January,  1963  . . 

Admitted 

Discharged 

On  Register  at  31st  December,  1963 


108 

34 

40 

102 


More  than  half  of  those  discharged  were  fit  to  continue  their  educa- 
tion at  normal  schools.  One  girl  succeeded  in  gaining  admission  to  Elgin 
Road  Secondary  Technical  School.  Alternative  arrangements  were  made 
for  a minority  who  had  not  reached  school  leaving  age.  Of  those  admitted, 
of  which  5 were  re-admissions,  18  were  boys  and  16  girls.  These  pro- 
portions are  very  similar  to  those  for  the  previous  year  and  bear  a striking 
similarity  to  the  total  num^bers  remaining  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of 
the  year  (54  boys  and  48  girls). 

There  was  more  than  one  causative  factor  for  the  admission  of  many 
of  the  children,  with  the  result  that  an  accurate  breakdown  of  the  admis- 
sions by  causes  presents  difficulties. 
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The  following  figures  are  al  least  indicative  : — 


Delicate  and  Debilitated  ..  ..  ..  15 

Respiratory  conditions  . . . . . . 11 

Cardio-Vascular  conditions  . . . . 2 

Dermatological  conditions  . . . . . . 2 

Gastro  intestinal  conditions  . . . . 1 

Enuresis  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Perthe’s  Disease  . . . . . . . . 1 

Psychiatric  conditions  . . . . . . 1 


Two  of  the  children  admitted  were  from  outside  the  borough. 

As  with  the  causes  for  admission,  so  the  causes  for  remaining  in  the 
school  are  in  many  cases  multiple  ; the  following  figures,  whilst  indica- 
tive, arc  subject  to  view  point  and  are  a guide  : 

Boys 

Pulmonary  conditions  . . . . . . 29 

Debility  . . . . . . . . . . 14 

Heart  conditions  . . . . . . . . 3 

Skin  conditions  . . . . . . . . 1 

Post  Poliomyelitis  . . . . . . . . 1 

Enuresis  . . . . . . . . . . — 

E.N.T.  conditions  . . . . . . . . 1 

Spasticity  . . . . . . . . . . — 

Constipation  . . . . . . . . 1 

Social  problem 

Anxiety  State  . . . . , . . . 1 

Healed  Tuberculosis  . . . . . . 3 

Intelligence  tests  were  carried  out  when  indicated  and  appropriate 
arrangements  made  in  accordance  with  the  findings.  Some  children  are 
found  to  be  educationally  retarded  resulting  from  poor  school  attendance 
due  to  ill  health. 

No  major  changes  were  made  in  the  school  curriculum  during  the 
year.  Arrangements  were  made  for  the  older  girls  who  were  fit  to  attend 
housecraft  classes  at  Greenwell  Secondary  Modern  School. 

Girls  and  boys  over  the  age  of  eleven  who  are  fit  attend  Shipcote 
Baths  for  swimming  instruetions.  Seven  boys  gained  Learners’  Certi- 
ficates and  three  boys  were  awarded  Hundred  Yards  Certificates. 

Extra  rest  periods  during  playtime  were  indulged  in  by  those  for  whom 
it  was  considered  necessary. 

Parents  are  encouraged  to  visit  the  school  and  many  did  so  during  the 
year.  The  children’s  problems  are  discussed  with  the  teaching  and 
medical  staff.  It  is  considered  that  these  visits  are  of  value  and  in  most 
cases  nothing  but  good  comes  from  them.  The  Youth  Employment 
Officer  visited  the  school  to  advise  school  leavers  and  their  parents. 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  say  that  it  has  been  a successful  year 
for  the  school  and  a beneficial  one  for  the  majority  of  the  pupils  attend- 
ing it.  Those  who  have  attended  regularly  have  reaped  the  most  benefit. 
This  point  is  not  however  fully  appreciated  by  all  the  parents  concerned. 


Girls 

15 

21 

4 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 
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The  “Cedars”  Special  School  (Report  of  Dr.  M.  Harrison) 

At  the  end  of  1963  there  were  38  pupils,  of  whom  10  boys  and  6 
girls  were  resident,  and  18  boys  and  4 girls  attended  daily.  28  children 
came  from  Gateshead,  5 from  County  Durham,  2 from  Northumberland 
and  one  each  from  Newcastle,  Sunderland  and  South  Shields. 

Eight  of  the  resident  children  were  able  to  go  home  for  week-ends 
and  most  of  the  others  had  regular  visitors.  As  many  of  the  pupils  are 
educationally  backward  because  of  missing  school  through  illness, 
they  sometimes  feel  more  different  from  the  rest  of  the  family  than  their 
physical  ailm.ents  warrant.  The  continuous  contact  with  homes  and 
families  is  therefore  important,  as  is  also  their  return,  when  possible,  to 
normal  schools.  For  those  unfit  to  do  this,  however,  it  is  equally  important 
that  they  should  remain  at  school  until  the  age  of  16  years  to  progress 
as  far  as  possible  with  their  education  and  benefit  from  the  unusual 
amount  of  individual  help  that  is  made  possible  by  the  energy  of  their 
teachers. 

During  1963,  three  children  returned  to  ordinary  school,  and  two 
left  to  begin  employment.  Two  other  children  were  transferred  to  special 
schools  nearer  to  their  homes,  and  one  had  a home  teacher.  One  child 
died  during  the  Christmas  holidays. 

Handicaps  affecting  the  children  at  school  included  cerebral  palsy, 
post-poliomyelitis,  spina  bifida,  muscular  dystrophy,  Friedreich’s  Ataxia, 
Perthe’s  disease,  asthma,  bronchitis,  hydrocephalus,  coeliac  disease, 
osteomalacia  and  progeria. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  physiotherapist  was  attending  thrice 
weekly  and  21  children  were  receiving  treatment.  Speech  therapy  is 
needed  for  at  least  six  children,  and  it  is  hoped  that  another  therapist 
will  start  again  soon. 

The  new  extension  to  the  building  has  proved  a great  asset  and  both 
boys  and  girls  have  joined  in  domestic  science  classes.  The  sitting  room 
has  been  pleasantly  furnished  and  is  appreciated  by  the  resident  children. 
Staff  and  children  appreciated  the  general  redecoration  of  the  school. 

Swimming  classes  remain  popular  and  the  following  awards  were 
made  at  the  Gala  : — 3 bronze  medals  for  personal  survival,  2 certificates 
for  swimming  half  a mile,  1 for  quarter  of  a mile,  3 for  100  yards  and  5 
for  25  yards.  The  great  help  given  by  the  staff  and  some  older  school 
children  at  the  swimming  baths  is  greatly  appreciated. 

During  the  Education  Week,  2 visitors  came  to  the  school  and 
parents  were  welcomed  at  ‘Open’  Days,  including  the  Harvest  Festival, 
the  Carol  Service  and  the  plays.  After  the  Harvest  Festival,  some  of 
the  children  helped  to  deliver  gifts  to  old  people. 

Visits  were  made  in  the  summer  to  Hexham,  South  Shields,  the 
Children’s  Theatre,  the  Scottish  Children’s  Theatre,  the  Youth  Employ- 
ment Exhibition,  the  Craft  Exhibition  and  the  Christmas  fair.  The  residents 
had  other  informal  outings  and  joined  in  Brownie,  Guide  and  Life  Boy 
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activities.  There  is  still  a need  for  a male  teacher  or  helper  for  the  older 
boys,  especially  the  residents,  who  would  enjoy  some  different  evening 
activity  or  handicraft  instruction. 

There  are  occasional  transport  difficulties  with  the  heavy  “helpless” 
children,  but  the  efforts  made  to  maintain  a daily  service  in  the  severe 
winter  weather  were  greatly  appreciated. 

Hindley  Hall  for  Educationally  Subnormal  Pupils 
(Report  of  Dr.  J.  .M.  Bainbridge) 

During  the  year  the  full  quota  of  60  boys  has  been  maintained. 

School  Leavers 

19  boys  left  the  school,  11  on  attaining  school  leaving  age,  2 were 
committed  to  approved  schools,  4 were  transferred  to  day  special  schools. 
1,  from  another  Authority  was  transferred  to  a boarding  special  school 
nearer  home,  and  one  child  was  withdrawn  for  medical  reasons  (grossly 
psychotic). 

Health 

A high  standard  of  health  was  maintained.  A school  medical  officer 
has  visited  the  school  at  regular  intervals.  The  general  practitioner  has 
attended  at  least  once  weekly.  Dental  inspection  and  treatment  has  been 
given  by  Gateshead  school  dental  officers. 

School  Activities 

The  various  groups  catering  for  model  making,  woodwork,  leather- 
work,  weaving,  basketry,  stamp  collecting,  sports  and  athletics,  etc., 
have  enjoyed  a full  programme.  Visits  have  been  made  to  a number  of 
places  of  interest  and  entertainment,  and  as  usual  bonfire  celebrations 
and  Christmas  parties  have  been  enjoyed  by  all.  The  School  Army  Cadet 
Company  continues  to  flourish. 

Church  Attendance 

Church  of  England  boys  continue  to  attend  St.  Margaret’s  Church 
and  our  Roman  Catholic  boys  are  instructed  by  visiting  clergy  from  the 
Passionist  Monastery  at  Minsteracres. 

Staffing 

Domestic  staff  has  maintained  full  strength  throughout  the  year. 
Teaching  and  supervisory  staff  has  also  maintained  full  strength  through- 
out the  year. 

Peripatetic  Teacher 

During  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  there  were  two  teachers 
visiting  both  the  homes  and  hospitals  in  the  Borough  for  the  benefit 
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of  those  children  spending  long  periods  away  from  school  while  under- 
going treatment.  In  July,  one  of  the  teachers  retired  and  she  was  replaced 
by  the  end  of  the  year.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  three  children 
at  home  receiving  the  attention  of  the  Peripatetic  teacher,  and  one  in 
hospital. 


Pupils  Educated  Outside  the  Borough 

Children  in  residential  schools  not  maintained  by  the  Local  Auth- 


ority are  : — 

Deaf 18 

Partially  deaf  . . . . . . . . 3 

Blind  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Partially  blind  . . . . . . . . 2 

Physically  handicapped  . . . . . . 6 

Epileptic  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Educationally  subnormal  . . . . . . 11 

Maladjusted  . . . . . . . . . . 3 


The  above  pupils  attend  the  following  schools  : — 


Deaf  and  Partially  Deaf : 

St.  John’s  Boston  Spa  . . . . . . 2 

Elmete  Hall  School,  Leeds  . . . . 1 

Northern  Counties,  Newcastle  . . . . 17 

Burwood  Park  School,  Walton  on  Thames 

Surrey  . . . . . . . . . . 1 


Blind  and  Partially  Blind  : 

Royal  Victoria  School  for  the  Blind, 

Newcastle  . . . . . . . . 4 

Preston  School  for  Partially  Sighted  . . 2 

East  Anglia  School  for  Blind  . . . . 1 

Physically  Handicapped  : 

Percy  Hedley  School  for  Spastic  Children, 


Newcastle  . . . . . . . . 5 

St.  Rose’s  Special  School,  Stroud  . . . . 1 

Epileptic  : 

Lingfield  Epileptic  Colony,  Surrey  . . 1 

Educationally  Subnormal : 

Pontville  R.C.  School,  Ormskirk  . . . . 3 

Jesmond  Dene  House,  Special  School  . . 6 

Easthill  House  School,  Colchester  . . 1 

Dinsdale  Park  School,  Darlington  . . 1 

Maladjusted : 

Red  Hill  School,  East  Sutton  . . . . 1 

St.  George’s  House,  East  Grinstead  . . 1 

Pitt  House  School,  Torquay  . . . . 1 
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The  following  table  gives  detai 
capped  children  : — 


Catei^ory 

No.  on 
Register 

No.  in 
Ordin- 
ary 

School 

Blind 

5 



Partially  Sighted 

3 



Deaf  . . 

21 

-- 

Partially  deaf 

17 

17 

Educationally 

subnormal 

. . 204 

167 

Epileptic 

29 

28 

Maladjusted 

8 

1 

Physically 

Handicapped 

37 

Speech  defects 

, . 

— 

Delicate 

. . 101 

— 

relating  to  the  education  of  handi- 


No.  in 
Special 
Schools 

No.  on 
Waiting  List 
for  Special 
Schools 

Not 

attend- 

ing 

any 

Re  si- 

Re  si- 

Day 

dential 

Day  dential 

school 

— 

5 

— — 

— 

-- 

3 

— — 

— 

16 

5 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

32 

— 4 

— 

— 

1 



— 

— 

3 

— 4 

— 

26 

8 

— — 

3 

— 





— 

100 

— 

1 — 

— 

* Figures  not  available 


83  children  were  in  special  classes  in  ordinary  schools,  i.e.  4 infants, 
40  juniors  and  39  seniors. 


Higher  Education  of  Blind,  Deaf  and  Defective  Children 

There  are  no  pupils  in  this  category. 


SPEECH  THERAPY 

Both  speech  therapists  left  the  service  in  the  middle  of  the  year  and 
no  details  of  the  incidence  or  treatment  of  these  defects  are  available. 


13.  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  THE  PROVISION 

OF  MEALS 

The  school  meals  service  is  able  to  supply  all  demands  for  mid-day 
meals,  though  the  numbers  availing  themselves  of  meals  during  the  school 
holidays  is  still  disappointing.  5,892  mid-day  meals  were  provided  daily, 
an  increase  on  last  year,  and  12,452  children  received  the  daily  ration  of 
milk,  a figure  less  than  last  year. 

14.  NURSERY  SCHOOLS 

There  are  three  nursery  schools  accommodating  100  children  below 
the  age  of  5 years.  85  first  and  105  subsequent  examinations  were  made. 

Defects  found  during  the  examinations  requiring  treatment  and 
observation  were  : — 


Eye  defect  (including  squint) 

7 

Skin  conditions 

15 

Orthopaedic  defects  . . 

26 

Dental  caries  . . 

21 

Enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids 
Bronchitis  and  other  chest  conditions 

34 

Miscellaneous  defects 

84 

Ear  conditions 

1 

188 
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On  the  whole,  the  health  of  the  children  attending  the  nursery  schools 
is  satisfactory. 


15.  DUKESHOUSE  WOOD  CAMP  SCHOOL, 

HEXHAM 

During  the  nine  months  of  the  year,  approximately  March  to  Decem- 
ber, parties  of  Gateshead  senior  school  children  spend  a period  of  two 
weeks  at  this  school. 

A resident  nurse  deals  with  minor  ailments.  She  treated  1,233 
children  and  reported  that  3,558  treatments  were  given.  In  addition  72 
children  were  admitted  to  the  sick  bay.  3 children  were  referred  for 
x-ray,  4 children  were  admitted  to  hospital  — 3 with  Appendicitis,  and 
one  with  lacerated  hand. 


16.  HIGHER  EDUCATION 

Those  pupils  born  in  1948  attending  the  Grammar  Schools  were 
given  routine  examinations.  The  physical  condition  of  these  children 
remains  consistently  good. 

Among  the  241  pupils  examined  the  following  defects  were  found  : — 


Requiring 

Requiring 

further 

treatment 

observation 

Eye  defects 

93 

25 

Orthopaedic  defects 

11 

33 

Skin  defects 

32 

14 

Miscellaneous  defects  . . 

9 

68 

145 

140 

17.  MISCELLANEOUS 

There  were  5 deaths  in  children  of  school  age  during  the  year.  The 
causes  of  death  were  : — 


Reticular  Cell  Sarcoma  . . . . . . 1 

Ventricular  Fibrillation  . . . . . . 1 

Congenital  Cardio  myopathy  . . . . 1 

Aplastic  Anaemia  . . . . . . . . 1 

Motor  vehicle  accident  . . . . . . 1 


Additional  examinations  during  the  year  by  school  medical  officers 


were  : — 

Under  Employment  of  Children  Bye-laws  . . . . 189 

Of  Boarded-out  children  (for  Children’s  Officer). . ..  47 

Children  and  Young  Persons  Act  . . . . . . . . 1 

Candidates  for  the  Teaching  Profession  . . , . . . 38 
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MINISTRY  OF  EDUCATION  INSPECTION  RETURNS 


Part  I 


Medical  Inspection  of  Pupils  attending  Maintained  Primary  and 
Secondary  Schools  (including  Nursery  and  Special  Schools) 

Table  A.  Periodic  Medical  Inspections 


A^e  Groups 
inspected 
(by  year  of  birth) 

No.  of 
Pupils 
inspected 

No. 

Physical  condition  of  Pupils  Inspected 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

of  col.  2 No.  of  Col.  2 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4)  (5)  (6) 

1959  and  later 

1958 

1,142 

1,140 

99.82  2 

.18 

1957 

349 

343 

98.28  6 

1.72 

1956 

31 

30 

96.77  1 

3.23 

1955 

2 

2 

100  — 

— 

1954 

— 

— 



— 

1953 

1,325 

1,312 

99.01  13 

.99 

1952 

42 

41 

97.61  1 

2.39 

1951 

5 

5 

100  — 

— 

1950 

1 

1 

100  — 

— 

1949 

1,062 

1,055 

99.34  7 

.66 

1948  and  earlier 

293 

293 

100  — 

— 

Totals 

4,252 

4,222 

99.29  30 

.71 

Pupils  found  to  require  treatment  {excluding  dental  diseases  and 

Age  Groups 

infestation  with  vermin) 

inspected 

{by  year  of  birth) 

For  defective 

vision 

For  any  other 

Total  Individual 

{excluding  squint) 

condition  recorded 

pupils 

at  Part  II 

(1) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

1959  and  later 

1958 

21 

170 

179 

1957 

14 

72 

77 

1956 

2 

8 

9 

1955 

— 

— 

— 

1954 

— 

— 

— 

1953 

294 

174 

416 

1952 

15 

9 

20 

1951 

2 

1 

2 

1950 

— 

— 

— 

1949 

269 

151 

378 

1948  and  earlier 

92 

48 

121 

Totals 

709 

633 

1,202 

Table  B.  Other  Inspections 

Number  of  special  inspections  . . . . . . 6,339 

Number  of  Re-inspections  ..  ..  ..  ..  3,071 

9,410 
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Table  C.  Infestation  with  Vermin 


(a)  Total  number  of  individual  examinations  of  pupils  in  schools  by 

school  nurses  or  other  authorised  persons  . . . . . . . . 38,283 

(b)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested  . . . . 954 

(c)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing  notices 

were  issued  (Section  54  (2),  Education  Act,  1944)  . . . . . . 705 

(d)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing  orders 

were  issued  (Section  54  (3),  Education  Act,  1944)  . . . . . . 26 


Part  II 

Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  during  the  year 


Table  A.  Periodic  Inspections 

Defect  Periodic  Inspections 


No. 

Defect  or  Disease 

Entrants 
(T)  (o) 

Leavers 
(t)  (o) 

Others 
(t)  (o) 

Total 
(t)  (o) 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 

4. 

Skin 

59 

70 

71 

58 

43 

52 

173 

180 

5. 

Eyes — 

a.  Vision 

36 

6 

375 

56 

313 

59 

724 

121 

h.  Squint 

46 

4 

3 

— 

18 

2 

67 

6 

c.  Other 

12 

5 

14 

16 

4 

17 

30 

38 

6. 

Ears — 

a.  Hearing 

6 

4 

5 

6 

1 1 

4 

22 

14 

h.  Otitis  Media 

6 

10 

4 

6 

5 

6 

15 

22 

c.  Other 

3 

8 

1 

10 

2 

7 

6 

25 

7. 

Nose  and  Throat 

57 

325 

1 1 

200 

18 

307 

86 

832 

8.  Speech 

8 

32 

2 

9 

4 

16 

14 

57 

9. 

Lymphatic  Glands 

4 

123 

— - 

64 

— 

78 

4 

265 

10. 

Heart 

6 

20 

3 

18 

4 

26 

13 

64 

11. 

Lungs 

23 

53 

8 

18 

5 

20 

36 

91 

12. 

Developmental — 
a.  Hernia 

3 

2 

2 

3 

2 

5 

7 

b.  Other 

4 

101 

3 

14 

— 

1 

7 

116 

13. 

Orthopaedic — 

a.  Posture 

1 

71 

20 

64 

7 

116 

28 

251 

h.  Eeet 

17 

53 

19 

42 

34 

65 

70 

160 

c.  Other 

11 

44 

26 

71 

18 

39 

55 

154 

14. 

Nervous  System — 
a.  Epilepsy 

5 

2 

1 

1 

8 

1 

h.  Other 

5 

3 

2 

— 

1 

3 

8 

6 

15. 

Psychological — 

a.  Development 

1 

32 

1 

5 

5 

29 

7 

66 

b.  Stability 

— 

32 

— 

108 

2 

92 

2 

232 

16. 

Abdomen 

1 

5 

— 

— 

2 

2 

3 

7 

17. 

Other 

6 

6 

2 

22 

11 

49 

19 

77 

27 


Table  B. 

Special  Inspections 

Defect 

Code 

No. 

Defect  or  Disease 

(1) 

(2) 

Special  Inspections 


Pupils  requiring  Pupils  requiring 
treatment  observation 

(3)  (4) 


4.  Skin 

5.  Eyes — 

a.  Vision 
h.  Squint 
c.  Other 

6.  Ears — 

a.  Hearing 
h.  Otitis  Media 
c.  Other 

7.  Nose  and  Throat 

8.  Speech 

9.  Eymphatic  Glands 

10.  Heart 

11.  Lungs 

12.  Developmental — 

a.  Hernia 
h.  Other 

13.  Orthopaedic — 

a.  Posture 

b.  Feet 
e.  Other 

14.  Nervous  System — 

a.  Epilepsy 

b.  Other 

15.  Psychological — 

a.  Development 

b.  Stability 

16.  Abdomen 

17.  Other 
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Part  III 


Treatment  of  Pupils  attending  Maintained  Primary  and  Secondary 
Schools  (including  Nursery  and  Special  Schools) 


Table  A.  Eye  Diseases,  Defective  Vision  and  Squint 

Number  of  cases  known 
to  have  been  dealt  with 

External  and  other,  excluding  errors  of  refraction  and  squint  136 

Errors  of  refraction  (including  squint)  . . . . . . 1,181 


1,317 


Number  of  pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed  . . 896 
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Table  B.  Diseases  and  Defects  of  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

Number  of  cases  known 
to  have  been  dealt  with 


Received  operative  treatment — 

(a)  for  diseases  of  the  ear  . . . . . , . . 7 

(b)  for  adenoids  and  chronic  tonsilitis  ..  ..  184 

(c)  for  other  nose  and  throat  conditions  ....  — 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment  ..  ..  ..  ..  137 

Total  ..  ..  328 


Total  number  of  pupils  in  schools  who  are  known  to  have 
been  provided  with  hearing  aids — 

(a)  in  1963  2 

(b)  in  previous  years  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  15 

Table  C.  Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects  Number  of  cases  known 

to  have  been  treated 

(a)  Pupils  treated  at  clinics  or  out-patients  departments  . . 448 

(b)  Pupils  treated  at  school  for  postural  defects  ....  3 


Total  ..  ..  451 


Table  D.  Diseases  of  the  Skin  Number  of  cases  known 

to  have  been  treated 

Ringv/orm — (a)  Scalp  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

(b)  Body  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Scabies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 194 

Impetigo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . , 120 

Other  skin  diseases  . . . . . . . . . . . . 884 


Total  . . . . 1 ,207 


Table  E.  Child  Guidance  Treatment  Number  of  cases  known 

to  have  been  treated 

Pupils  treated  at  Child  Guidance  clinics  . . . . . . 8 


Table  F.  Speech  Therapy  Number  of  cases  known 

to  have  been  treated 

Pupils  treated  by  speech  therapists  . . . . . . . . 73 


Table  G.  Other  Treatment  Given  Number  of  cases  known 

to  have  been  dealt  with 

(a)  Pupils  with  minor  ailments  . . . . . . . . 782 

(b)  Pupils  who  received  convalescent  treatment  under 

School  Health  Service  arrangements  ....  — 

(c)  Pupils  who  received  B.C.G.  vaccination  . . . . 751 

(d)  Other  than  (a),  (b)  and  (c)  above — 

Appendicectomy  . . . . . . . . , . 40 

Herniotomy  . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Physiotherapy  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  132 


Total  . . . . 1,717 
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Part  IV 


Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment  carried  out  by  the 

Authority 


(a)  Dental  and  Orthodontic  Work 

1.  Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the 
Authority’s  Dental  Officers  : — 


(i)  At  Periodic  Inspections  . . 

(ii)  As  Specials 

11,284\ 

754/ 

Total  (1) 

12,038 

2. 

Number  found  to  require  treatment 

6,077 

3. 

Number  offered  treatment 

6,077 

4. 

Number  actually  treated 

4,939 

Dental  Work  (other  than  orthodontics) 

1. 

Number  of  attendances  made  by  pupils 

for  treatment,  excluding  those  re- 
corded at  (c)  1 below 

7,479 

2. 

Half  days  devoted  to  : — 

(i)  Periodic  (School)  Inspections 

(ii)  Treatment  . . 

80  \ 
1,380/ 

Total  (2) 

1,460 

3. 

Fillings  : — 

(i)  Permanent  Teeth  . . 

(ii)  Temporary  Teeth 

Total  (3) 

3,049 

2,612\ 

431/ 

4. 

Number  of  Teeth  Filled  : — 

(i)  Permanent  Teeth  . . 

(ii)  Temporary  Teeth 

2,264\ 

431/ 

Total  (4) 

2,695 

5. 

Extractions  : — 

(i)  Permanent  Teeth  . . 

(ii)  Temporary  Teeth 

892/ 

2,592/ 

Total  (5) 

3,484 

6. 

Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extraction 

• • • • 

..  1,452 

Number  of  half  days  devoted  to  the 

administration  of  general  anaes- 
thetics by  : — 

(a)  Dentists 

(b)  Medical  Practitioners 

100/ 

Total  (6) 

100 

7. 

Number  of  pupils  supplied  with  artificial  teeth 

• • • • 

39 

8. 

Other  operations  : — 

(i)  Crowns 

(ii)  Inlays 

=1 

Total  (8) 

2,327 

(iii)  Other  Treatment 

2,327j 

(c)  Orthodontics 

(i)  Number  of  attendances  made  by  pupils  for  orthodontic  treatment  . . 866 

(ii)  Half  days  devoted  to  orthodontic  treatment  . . . . . . . . 90 

(iii)  Cases  commenced  during  the  year  . . . . . . . . . . 43 

(iv)  Cases  brought. forward  from  the  previous  year  . . . . . . . . 47 

(v)  Cases  completed  during  the  year  . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 

(vi)  Cases  discontinued  during  the  year  . , . . . . . . . . 13 

(vii)  Number  of  pupils  treated  by  means  of  appliances  . . . . . . 37 

(viii)Number  of  removable  appliances  fitted  . . . . . . . . . . 147 

(ix)  Number  of  fixed  appliances  fitted  . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

(x)  Cases  referred  to  and  treated  by  Hospital  Orthodontists  . . . . 2 


30 


I 


.r. 


■■  v-y- 


p ▼ » 


i 


,:r 


’ 1-./ 

i- 

•,’»=%* 

: ;:*.vvi 


'•/  •. 


• ii ' 


:i.  ;v,>. 


f 

* 4 * . 


'.  A.  ...  ,,^. 


4 ’ vT*J. 

»",  J *.* ' * 


, • t*  - 

t i ♦ » •■ 


F.n\ 


• ' p ■ 'j  T - *1 

t 1 . -il  l» 

. k !►.•' i»  •' 

rWi  ^#c' 

> :j  .’.>  ” 4iS* %■ . 

* *'  •■  " A ^ * 

\ V'.  **  *•»  -.  ".  - -■■ 

. ' L >*  4 

^ ..  '»■*  .V 


ll  ■ #V  ■!  Jbi^  * ■**  St.^*-'  * V--"'"- 

^ "rv  “ 


■ifl- 


• I ■ 

♦#*j  . • r;j 


*.v  / rt-.  = « 


'■  ,A 


ppaff" ‘f-’’: ' 

• ,.v^ 

V • I ^ .,'  ■ , •»  : 


■"* 

*•  'f 


K 


. -j-i 


> ■’  % . 


— - i 

' I?  % 


i t - 

^1  r 


1 


s,* 


I 


4.  • "V 


-iaf 

, ^ 


'■  ^ ,v 

. b'> 


>.  t‘  •■  >: 


♦ ) 


t • ■ I I ' 


KVT 


% 

r-^ 


i«i  - 


...  / 


«-  ' 


*4 


’ M- 


S "K  I . i " I 1 1 . I ' ,^- 

j I’v-^  * ' '"• 


,".  --i* 


».  I 


) I ^ t T’'^  ■• 

, •'  .,  '4.^4- 

* ' A'J  ‘ ^ ^ * 


'^A> 


4,  • .>j  ■ 


; ■ .{ 

1) 


‘ -V*  ' * 4.  ^ . k • . ■ 

S r V-  q ■2-.=''*  ' ■- 

•■,■'■-,  ■ ' .4  ■•  •'-7.. 

:*•  ' .■  '5  ,/’.^r'^  ' A ^ '* 


\ 


''r . f 


